What is claimed is: 



1. A method of providing protection against an une?q)ected change in vahie of an 
intellectual property asset, comprising: 

(a) , obtaining a description of at least one mtellectual property asset of a first 

party, 

(b) . determining a value of said at least one mtellectual property asset, 

(c) . determining a cost of providing compensation for an une^ected change in 
value of said at least one intellectual property asset, and 

(d) . offering to provide compensation for at least a portion of any une)q)ected 
change in value of said at least one mtellectual property asset to a person with an mterest 
in the first party. 

2. A method according to claim 1, fiirther conq)rismg: 

(e) obtaining a first fee in exchange for offering to provide conq)ensation. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherem step (d) includes providing an 
evaluation of said at least one mtellectual property asset. 

4. A method according to claim 2, wdierein step (d) includes providing an 
evaluation of said at least one intellectual property asset. 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherem steps (a) - (d) are executed by, or on 
behalf o^ an offeror, fiirther con^rising: 

(f) accepting the offer to provide compensation, 

step (f) bemg executed by said person with an interest in the first party. 

6. A method according to claun 5, wherem step (f) mcludes paying a second fee to 
the offeror. 




7. A method according to claim 2, \\dierein steps (a) - (e) are executed by, or on 
behalf of^ an offeror, further con^)rising: 

(f) accepting the offer to provide con:q)ensation, 
step (f) being executed by said person with an interest in the first party. 

8. A method according to claim 7, wdierem step (f) includes paying a second fee to 
the offeror. 

9. A method according to claim 1, A^dierein said value includes at least one future 
value of said at least one mtellectual property asset, and said unexpected change in value is 
determined at the time for vMch said at least one future vahie was determined. 

10. A method according to claim 9, vvlierein said value further includes a cmrent 
value of said at least one mtellectual property asset. 

11. A method according to claim 1, wdierein said intellectual property asset 
mcludes at least one member selected fi:om the group consistmg of patent rights, patent 
appKcation rights, trademark rights, sendee mark rights, copyright rights, trade secret 
rights and trade dress rights. 

13. A method according to claim 1, wherein said person with an interest in the 
first party includes at least one member selected from the group consistmg of an oflBcer of 
the first party, a director of the first party, a prospective purchaser of said at least one 
intellectual property asset, an oflBcer of the prospective purchaser, and a director of the 
prospective purchaser. 

14. A method according to claim 1, wherem said person with an mterest in the 
fiu-st party includes at least one member selected from the group consistmg of a 



prospective purchaser of said at least one intellectual property asset, an officer of the 
prospective purchaser, and a director of the prospective piu'chaser. 

15. A method according to claim 1, wiierein said imexpected change in value is 
based upon a legal determination of at least one of invalidity and unenforceability of said 
at least one intellectual property asset. 

17. A method according to claim 1, w^erefai step (b) includes analyzing the 
vaUdity of said at least one intellectual property asset. 

19. A method according to claim 1, wiierein said at least one intellectual property 
asset includes at least one patent right. 

21. A method according to claim 1, wiierein the offer to provide compensation is 
made to said party with an interest m the first party m connection with transfer of 
ownership of said at least one intellectual property asset to a second party. 

22. A method of insuring against a risk of an unexpected reduction m value of a 
patent right, conq)rising: 

(a) , assigning a value to the patent right vsMe the patent right is owned by a first 

party, 

(b) . estimating the likelihood of an unexpected reduction in vahie of the patent 
right, and 

(c) . agreeing to provide con4)ensation to a person with an mterest in the first party 
for at least a portion of any unexpected reduction in value of the patent right during a 
particular period of time after receipt of an msurance premium, the msurance premimn 
being paid in comiection with a transfer of ownership of the patent right. 



25. A computerized image of an insurance proposal form, con^rising: 



a plurality of first pattern areas inchiding a^hanumeric characters representing a 
set of insurable intellectual property assets owned by a first party, 

a plurality of second pattern areas inchiding alphaniuneric characters representing a 
likelihood that one or more particular intellectual property assets in the set would be found 
vafid and/or enforceable if their vaUdity and/or enforceability was determined by litigation, 
and 

a pluraUty of third pattern areas including alphanumeric characters representing a 
proposed premium for msuring against an unexpected change m value of at least a portion 
of the set of insurable intellectual property assets. 

26. A conq)uterized image of an insurance proposal form according to claim 25, 
fiuther conq)rismg a plurality of fourth pattern areas including a^hanumeric characters 
representing a person designated to receive the insurance proposal fonn, said person being 
a party with an interest in the first party. 



